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UNITED STATES. 



THE CHOLERA SITUATION. 

No case of cholera has been reported as having developed in the 
United States since those recorded in the Public Health Reports of 
July 28. 

Information received from Italy indicates that the disease is spread- 
ing. American consuls in that country were accordingly directed 
August 18 to detain all steerage passengers for five days prior to 
departure regardless of their place of origin. A like provision had 
previously applied to steerage passengers from infected localities. 

On August 22 Passed Asst. Surg. W. W. King was detailed by 
order of the President for duty in the office of the American consul 
at Genoa, Italy, to enforce the provisions of the quarantine act 
approved February 15, 1893, and to sign bills of health in conjunc- 
tion with the American consul. 

Dr. King had been previously stationed at the port of Naples, 
from which station he was detached for temporary duty at Genoa. 
His duties are to inspect all steerage passengers embarking at Genoa 
and to certify to the enforcement of the regulations governing the 
detention of steerage passengers for five days prior to embarkation, 
the disinfection of their baggage, and the elimination therefrom of 
foodstuffs, etc. 

Like measures are now being observed at all ports of embarkation 
in Italy, commissioned medical officers of the service being stationed 
at the ports of Naples, Palermo, and Genoa, and acting assistant 
surgeons at the ports of Messina and Catania. 

NEW YORK. 

Passed Asst. Surg, von Ezdorf reported August 17 the release of 
the steamship Venezia from quarantine after the removal of the 
steerage passengers to Hoffmann Island, where they were segregated 
in three groups. One girl among the passengers so removed was 
found to be a cholera bacillus carrier. Dr. von Ezdorf had previously 
reported the arrival of the Venezia August 11, from Marseille, Naples, 
and Palermo, with a history of one death at sea, clinically diagnosed 
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as cholera, which was confirmed bacteriologically at the quarantine 
laboratory. 1 

He also reported, August 17, the arrival of the steamship Konig 
Albert from Genoa,Naples, Palermo, and Gibraltar with 232 members 
of crew, 107 first cabin, 135 second cabin, and 359 steerage passen- 
gers. Two sailors were sick during the voyage and clinically sus- 
})icious of cholera. Cultures and specimens were examined bacterio- 
ogically, and on August 19 a case of cholera was confirmed bacteri&- 
logically in a sailor, and one cholera bacillus carrier was found August 
20 in the person of a fireman. The carrier was immediately removed 
to Swinburne Island. All firemen have separate quarters and dining 
service and contact with remaining crew is limited. Examination 
of passengers was bacteriologically negative. 

On August 18 he further reported the arrival of the steamship 
Re a" Italia from Genoa, Naples, and Palermo with 96 cabin and 259 
steerage passengers. Three deaths, reported clinically cholera, 
occurred during the voyage in children among steerage passengers. 
One member of the crew and one steerage passenger who were sick 
on arrival were being examined bacteriologically. Isolation and dis- 
infection on board were excellent. The first case was of a Greek 
child from Odessa via Piraeus and Naples, who arrived at Naples 
August 1, was detained at emigration barracks, embarked August 3, 
was taken sick August 6, and died August 7. Two children were 
taken sick August 7. One died August 8 and one on August 11. 

In a later report, dated August 20, Dr. von Ezdorf reported that 
cholera was confirmed bacteriologically August 19 in the case of 
one child who died at sea on the Re a" Italia, and that cholera was 
also confirmed in the case of the steerage steward who arrived sick. 
One cholera bacillus carrier was found among passengers of the 
same vessel August 20. 

Cholera Carrier at Grosse Isle Quarantine, Canada. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Bailey at Quebec reported August 15 the de- 
tention at Grosse Isle Quarantine Station of a cholera carrier in the 
person of an Italian steerage passenger destined for Canada. 



THE PKESENCE OF ENTAMCEBA HISTOLYTICA AND 
E. COLI IN NORTH CAROLINA. 

By Ch. Wardell Stiles, Professor of Zoology, Hygienic Laboratory, Washington, 

D. C. 

There are still many physicians who do not admit or recognize 
the presence of more than one species of amoeba as parasitic in man 
and who on this account are being misled in regard to amoebic 
dysentery. 

In studies now being conducted at the marine hospital, Wil- 
mington, N. C, there has been no difficulty in differentiating two 
species of amoebae in fecal specimens. One of these corresponds to 
the pathogenic form, Entamoeba histolytica; the other to the non- 
pathogenic form, E. coli. I have not yet recognized E. tetragena at 
this station. E. coli is rather common. 

i Public Health Keports, Ai:g. 18, 1911, page 1227. 



